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Energy Poverty in Europe
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Between 30 and 100 million Europeans are
currently experiencing one or more of the multiple
dimensions of energy poverty:

• Not being able to heat or cool like their homes

• Arrears in the payment of energy bills

• Very high energy costs

• Living in rooms with problems of humidity
and mold.

Aggravated in recent years by:
• Covid19 Pandemic
• War in Ukraine
• Energy Crisis
• Inflation



Latest data on Energy Poverty
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In 2021, 6.9% of the EU population reported inability to
keep their home adequately warm, corresponding to 30.8
million Europeans.

(EPAH, 2023)

In 2020, 21.5% of the EU population were at risk of poverty
and social exclusion, corresponding to 96.2 million
Europeans.

In 2020, 14.8% of the EU population lived in dwellings
with leak, damp or rot, corresponding to 66.2 million
Europeans.

In 2021, 6.4% of the EU population presented arrears on
utility bills, corresponding to 29.9 million Europeans.

For these common EP indicators, updates are annual (or less) 
and with delayed publication
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Energy Efficiency in Buildings
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Scientific projects Public OutreachDecision Support

❑ The share of the annual building stock that undergoes a major renovation is
very low:
▪ below 1% in Spain, Poland, Italy or Sweden;

▪ around 1% in the Netherlands or Lithuania;

▪ above 1.5% in other countries like Germany, France or Austria.

97% of the building stock must be upgraded to achieve the 2050 vision



Household Electricity Prices
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❑Household electricity prices increased in
all but two EU Member States in the
second half of 2022, compared with the
second half of 2021.

Largest decrease was in the Netherlands (-6.8%)
which paid 38% less than the EU avg.

Sharpest increase in Romania (112 %)

In the second half of 2022, Greece and the 
Netherlands gave allowances with the most impact 
on household consumers. 



Household Gas Prices
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❑Household gas prices in the second half
of 2022 increased in all of the 24 EU
Member States that reported their
prices.

Household gas prices in the EU were highest
in Sweden (€0.2751 per kWh)

Lowest in Hungary (€0.0349 per kWh) in
the second half of 2022.

The largest increases were observed in 
Czechia (231 %), Romania (165 %) and Latvia 
(157 %). 

The cost of energy was the main driver of 
the increases. 



EPAH Indicators Dashboard
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Interactive database that enables visitors to navigate through the different energy poverty indicators available for EU 
countries.

Using the new features, visitors can compare data by years and by countries, or obtain all the data available for a 
single country.

www.energypoverty.eu
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Examples from Portugal
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Scien;fic projects Public OutreachDecision Support

q Four periods of excess mortality were identified at 
national level, totaling 6,135 excess deaths, with a total of 
of 124,602 deaths in Portugal.

q These periods coincided with several events with potential
impact on mortality (covid-19, periods of extreme cold
and heat and flu epidemic), some of which occurred
simultaneously, and which will be associated with
increased mortality observed in these periods (INSA, 2023)
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“Demand for firewood rises amid skyrocketing energy prices”
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Addressing energy poverty is like 
playing chess. 

We need to consider all pieces, 
employ multiple strategies and see the 
whole board. 

But unlike chess we have to play this 
“game” collaborative to win.

Multiple Stakeholders for On the Ground Action


