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• Much needs to happen at the local level

• Local government action can be more 

immediate

• We needs person-centred and place-based

approaches

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ARE CENTRAL TO 

MAKING THINGS HAPPEN
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EnergyPoverty: AHumanitarianCrisis

Energy poverty has become a humanitarian crisis affecting

millions of people throughout Europe. This crisis not only threatens

the dignity and quality of life of our citizens but also has

devastating effects on their physical and mental health. We

recognize:

1. Undermined Dignity: No one should be subjected to
precarious living conditions, devoid of adequate access to the
energy essential for a dignified existence.

2. Disproportionate Suffering: Energy poverty
disproportionately affects vulnerable groups perpetuating
social inequalities.

3. A public health challenge: living in inadequate home
temperatures during the coldest or hottest months and poor
housing conditions have adverse consequences for physical
and mental well-being.

The Energy Poverty drama
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Unacceptable Health Consequences

• Energy poverty has a significant impact on the

physical and mental health of individuals:

1. Respiratory Diseases: Exposure to extreme
temperatures and excessive humidity in poorly
conditioned homes increases the risk of respiratory
illnesses such as asthma and respiratory
infections.

2. Mental Health Struggles: Anxiety, depression,
and stress associated with energy poverty are
harmful to mental health.

3. Exacerbation of Chronic Illnesses: Inadequate
heating can worsen chronic medical conditions,
further diminishing the quality of life for patients.

The health drama
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Local leaders take action!
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KNOW A CITY THAT COULD JOIN?

…a first step towards better local action 
programs that reduce energy poverty
and improve people’s health.

Each local government that signs
means…
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